THRIVERS &
SURVIVORS
Charleston’s very own instagrammer and former Survivor
contestant, Jaime Huffman, tells all about her time on a desolate island,
her childhood in the Upstate, and how she balances marriage,
motherhood, and a booming marketing career.
Story by Erin Forbes | Photography by Patrick Brickman & Callie Cranford
Styling by Lori Marvel & Jonathan Strader of GDC Home

A

s an impressionable teenager who grew up during the rise of the reality television era, I was all
too aware of the happenings on each of the most well-known shows. I was one of millions who
watched with bated breath during the very first season of American Idol, and I took in every

possible second of shows like Big Brother, Fear Factor, and The Bachelor. But the show that started the
reality tv craze opened a whole new world of philosophical study for my adolescent mind. CBS’s Survivor
seemed to set the stage for all other similar entertainment and, like many, many other viewers, I couldn’t
look away. The game of trust, teamwork, strategically voting others off the island, and even, in some cases,
backstabbing fellow tribemates was a game I knew I could never play well. Watching others do it on
national television, though, was a great way to live vicariously. Jaime Huffman, the illustrious subject of
our fall cover story, however, seized her opportunity to do more than imagine herself on whichever island
Survivor left the contestants for that particular season. She played the game and she played it well. And
more than that, she found romance along the way. Jaime will be the first to tell you that she participated
for the possibility of winning a million dollars (for paying off her student loans), but she also freely admits
that she was never someone who sat on the sidelines and watched other people enjoy life. She wants to be
Erik, Jaime, and Harper Huffman, along with their pups
Fender and Folly, welcome guests from their flower-filled
front porch. Jaime is wearing clothing from Beckett Boutique.
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in the thick of it, she loves to talk to people, to challenge her creative mind, and her role on the fifteenth
season of the longest-running reality television show is just one way that she has lived her life to the fullest.
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Jaime, you had an active,
entrepreneurial-minded
childhood, correct? Tell us more
about your formative years.

prize was $500, so I took that money
and bought a better camera. I’ve been
shooting and staging pictures ever
since.

I’m originally from Fort Lauderdale,
and my mother would take my sister and me to the beach several times
a week so that I could go diving for
shells. Instead of a traditional lemonade stand, I had a seashell stand where
I sold the shells that I had collected.
Since my dad was really into sports,
I played just about everything from
football, golf, and baseball,
starting when I was about
five. It was just a great way
that he and I bonded and I
totally grew up as a tomboy,
which most people don’t believe when I tell them now,
since I love the color pink so
much. [laughs]

I can tell that you’ve carried this
work ethic with you, considering
all the things you do now! How
did you manage to choose a career
with so many interests?
It wasn’t easy! I changed my major
about three or four different times.
[laughs] But I always knew I wanted

Then when I was about fifteen,
my dad’s IT job with Denny’s
took him to Spartanburg,
since that’s where their headquarters are, so we all moved
to the Upstate. We lived on
two acres in the middle of nowhere, near Cowpens, which
most people don’t even know
exists. Since I’m such a worker bee, I had at least two or
three jobs at all times on top of
sports and school. I worked at
Carmike Cinemas, Gadzooks,
Hollister—if you can name it,
I probably worked there.
Fun accent pillows on the white
Photography has always
rocking chairs complement the
been a passion of mine,
live greenery around the porch.
too—I started taking pictures when I was really
little, saved my money and
bought a decent camera,
to go into journalism in some way.
and eventually became the editor
People told me for years ‘You’re so
of my middle and high school yeartalkative, you should be a broadcastbooks. Everyone knew me as “Picture
er,’ so that I could just talk for a living.
Girl” because I was always out and
Plus I was really impressed with Uniabout with a camera around my neck
versity of South Carolina’s journalism
so that I could snap pictures of anyschool, so that’s what I thought I was
thing and everything. I’m not certain
going to do. Then I took a copyediting
that people actually knew my real
class for the major’s requirements
name. One year I even won a nationand hated it. Eventually I found my
al Rand McNally Atlas contest. The
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way through a few other options and
finally landed on a Public Relations
degree. From there, I double minored
in Business and Marketing so that
my skill sets would be a little more
diverse, but I could also keep doing
things that I love, like talking to people and photography.
Now I’m the Marketing Director for
Thurmond, Kirchner & Timbes Law
Firm. I work with the most amazing
group of attorneys and I get to put
my digital marketing, social media,
and PR skills to good use.
I love legal marketing but
I wanted an outlet for all
of my creative energy,
so I recently started my
side hustle, Charleston
Blonde Events & Weddings. Helping companies and brides plan big
celebrations is one of my
favorite things to do. Every event is different, and
re-inventing the wheel is
part of my fantastic journey as an event organizer.
I share all of my Charleston experiences on my
Instagram page, Charleston Blonde.
Speaking of, your
Instagram feed is such a
wonderful, Charlestoncentric social media
account. What inspired
you to start it?
I fell in love with Charleston on the first day I vacationed here as a child.
When I moved here two
years ago, I started taking
daily strolls downtown
with my son and snapping pictures
with my old Canon camera. I started
uploading the photos on my account
with my personal recommendations
and my account began to grow. Now
I share hotel and restaurant recommendations, shopping advice, outfit
ideas, local event information, and
anything I think would help locals
and tourists enjoy the Holy City!

Jaime and Erik chose the “Sanderling” style house
for their James Island lot because they loved the big
windows and openness that the floor plan provided.
CH+D • Fall 2018
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(above) Harper smiles for the camera in one of his favorite rooms of the house—the one that provides the snacks! Jaime specifically chose the
white shaker-style cabinetry to create a clean background for other kitchen accents, like their Serena and Lily rattan barstools and beehive
pendant lights, sourced by Megan Ann McFarland. (inset) Gold hardware from Rejuvenation and a gold faucet make a statement.

Jaime commissioned Taylor Burke Home to
make the custom curtains from her favorite
Blush Label fabric. A custom Fiona chandelier
from Ro Sham Beaux and custom upholstered
dining room chairs from Taylor Burke Home
complement the fabulous curtains.
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Well, let’s switch gears a little and talk about your time
on Survivor. Firstly, how did you even find out how to
get involved with the show?

people encouraged me to audition for Survivor. My initial
response was, “Heck no,” but then they explained that all
Survivor participants get paid no matter what.

It’s such a crazy story, honestly! I was in college at
the time, studying journalism, and I was randomly asked to work as Catherine Keener’s
stand-in. I Googled it really quick and realized I just had to stand around while
the crew got the lighting and cameras
ready for the actress. Sounded easy
enough, so I decided to go for it. I ended up doing several fun projects for
Tona B. Dahlquist casting while I was
at the University of South Carolina and
Tona’s daughter, Jamie, started working
as a casting director for CBS.

I had some student loans that were hanging over
my head. Not a ton, but they still stressed
me out, and I needed to pay them off, so I
asked, ‘How much? Actually, I don’t really care what I have to do, as long as I can
pay my student loans.’ Jamie Hill ended up calling me and suggested I audition. She offered to come to Columbia
and help put together a casting video.
A few days later Jamie came to town
and we put together a hysterical video. I
was in the middle of the Broad river fishing with a pink ruffle gingham bikini and
pink Hunter rain boots on. Then they sent
me into the Strom Thurmond Center and had
me sit in a hot tub with a bunch of guys surrounding
me, who then turned to the camera and said, ‘Pick Jaime. The
tribe has spoken.’ It was so ridiculous, and I didn’t even know
what to think, but I was like, ‘Why not? This is kind of fun.’

One day on set I told a few people that I was a
girl scout for 12 years and was a catcher on my Varsity softball team in high school. I think my tomboy roots
surprised people because as much as I love sports, I also
love stilettos. But at the end of the coversation several
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That is quite a whirlwind. What was the rest of the
process like and how much did you have to travel
to make it work out?
As soon as the video was submitted, I heard from the Survivor casting team in Los Angeles. I had to do several phone interviews. Then they decided to fly me to LA for the casting finals. Once I arrived in LA,
there were maybe 30 of us
that they put up in a hotel in Santa Monica. We
weren’t allowed to speak
or make eye contact with
any other finalists. It was
like being grounded. We
had people monitoring
our every move. For a
type A extrovert, it was
really hard. I went a little
stir crazy for that week
that I was in the hotel.
Long story short, I stayed
for the week, did the interview, was sent home, and
I got a call the next week.
They said ‘We’re sorry.
What we didn’t tell
you is that this interview was for a
Survivor-at-sea
type
show called Pirate Master. And your personality test says you’re too
friendly for this pirate
show.’ So I was bummed,
because I had to take a
week off from school, I
got back and was stressed
because I was playing
catch up and I didn’t even
get the part.
Luckily, about a month later, they called back and said, ‘We
didn’t want to tell you then, because we weren’t sure, but Mark
Burnett and Jeff thought you were great, they just think you’re
better for the actual Survivor. Would you be willing to come
back out again and do the whole interview again for Survivor? ’

I wasn’t thrilled about another week stuck in silence with
psych evaluations, personality tests, and adult babysitters
but I knew it was the opportunity of a lifetime so I had to go
for it. Even after my second round of interviews they still
didn’t give me a yes or no answer. I flew home with no answers and thought, this is the craziest thing ever. I’m done.
After two weeks of uncertainty I finally received a call that
changed my life forever.
‘Would you like an aisle or
window seat?’ I said, ‘Um,
what?’ ‘You’re going to
China,’ they announced.
Millions of people
watched the 15th
season of Survivor
play out, but can you
describe your time in
China, filming
the show?
Ha! Well, I don’t think our
season was really planned
out properly. I think it was
just a great PR stunt to coordinate with the Beijing
Olympics. They didn’t realize it was monsoon season,
there was no vegetation or
fish to catch, no coconuts
to eat. The conditions were
miserable. All the things
you would normally get on
a season of Survivor, we
didn’t have any of it on this
island in China. They said
it was one of the worst seasons to be on in Survivor
history, because the conditions were just so bad. We
got trench foot, parasites,
my hair fell, and our rice
supply molded. It was pure
misery. I honestly didn’t think it would be tough, I mean I had
been camping my whole life. By day four, I literally prayed to
God that I wouldn’t die. I had to eat earthworms and snails. I lost
20 pounds in 21 days. It was a million times worse than I could
have ever imagined.

(above) This bright credenza from North Carolina creator, Society Social, pairs perfectly with Jaime’s painting by local artist Danielle Cather Cohen,
and adds a vibrant pop of the best (in Jaime’s opinion) color. (opposite, top) GDC Home’s designers Jonathan Strader and Lori Marvel worked with slip
covers that Jaime already had to spruce up the couches and added bright accent pillows in Blush Label fabric to complement the artwork by local artist,
Harrison Blackford. (opposite, bottom left) Jonathan and Lori paired the rattan console with vintage Chinese Chippendale chairs from One of a Find
Charleston and a custom gold-foil oyster painting by local artist, Gallavantor. (opposite, bottom right) A happy upholstered yellow coffee table balances
the bright pops of pink and blue around it.
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Do people still recognize you as a
contestant even after more than a
decade has passed?
Yes, and it still kind of blows my mind
that people will stop me and say, ‘You look
so familiar.’ But these days, I’ve stopped
explaining why that might be. [laughs]
Most people don’t stop my husband Erik
because he looked totally different on the
show, but I still look basically the same.
And there have been over 30 seasons of
Survivor at this point, so it’s amazing that
people still remember a season that happened over ten years ago.
I think it’s because the conditions were
so, so bad, that people really tuned in
and took notice. The season before it
didn’t do well, but ours had something
like 13 million viewers per episode,
which is nuts. It’s pretty neat to think
that we might have been the season
that saved the show, whether it’s actually true or not. But the show is still
going, so who knows.

You also met your future husband
on the island, right? What was your
relationship like at first and how
did it grow into what it is now?
That’s right! Erik was part of my tribe
and I think we clicked right away because we were both from the Upstate.
He was from Greenville and I was from
Spartanburg, so we grew up just 30 miles
apart, which is crazy to think about.
They normally aren’t allowed to cast
anyone from the same area, but he was
living in Nashville at the time, playing
in a band called Florez, so that’s how
that happened. But we could talk about
home and working at the Haywood Mall
as kids and all that stuff, so it was nice to
feel like I had a friend out there amongst
complete strangers.
He was someone I knew I could trust,
too. Out there, it was kind of scary getting to know people at first, because
you never knew who might have trust
issues, or who might end up stabbing

you in the back, so I could look at Erik
and say, ‘If you stab me in the back,
I’ll go find your momma and tell her.’
[laughs] So we leaned on each other
a lot, plus I fed him my extra snails,
which made him happy. I think all of
that combined helped us build our
unique friendship into a relationship,
since we were already so close from
knowing each other’s emotional states
and going through that kind of trauma
together. You just know everything
about each other at that point.
After filming ended, we both had a flight
back to GSP to see our families, so he
came with me to meet my family and I
went to eat Mexican with his, and then
he came back to Columbia to meet all
my friends at college. It was so funny,
because we weren’t allowed to tell anyone what we’d been doing, so before I
left, I told everyone that I was in Canada with my grandparents. But then I
came back skinny, tan, and with some
random guy, so they were all like,

(above) The pink palm wallpaper Jaime chose for the accent wall was from Hygge & West and sets a tropical vibe that Lori and Jonathan used for
their inspiration by incorporating a woven mirror, basket, side chair, oushak rug from GDC Home, and a bamboo bed tray from Lady Bug in the
Mt. Pleasant Mall. (below) Ro Sham Beaux Pastel Pink bedside table lamps bring a soft touch of Jaime’s favorite hues. (right) Harper’s stuffed lion
and his love for all things safari inspired Lori and Jonathan to imbue his room with modern colors combined with an African twist.

The storms were so bad sometimes that lightning was striking and we didn’t have much in
the way of shelter. The camera
crew would leave us during
those storms, too. Not to mention we were all so incredibly
gross while we were out there
that they had to put Vick’s vapor rub under the noses of the
crew so they wouldn’t smell
us. [laughs]
Despite those things, the experience was great because
it was a really diverse group
of people that I would have
never met if we didn’t do the
show. Overall, I think it made
me appreciate being away
from electricity and my cell
phone and just technology
in general, because we get
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so caught up in that lifestyle
that we don’t even realize
what else we’re missing out
on. I’m still friends with most
of my tribe because we just
talked and I learned so much
about them and they learned
so much about me, we really
built true friendships. I know
more about them than I know
about some of my best friends
from college and childhood,
simply because all we did was
sit there on that island and
have real, meaningful conversations. So even though it was
incredibly hard, constantly
raining, and gross, I think it
was a true blessing for me to
be part of the show. It was
something that not a lot of
people can say they’ve done.
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‘What’s actually happening here?’
Anyway, I stayed one more year in
college to finish my double minor,
and then moved to Nashville and we
backpacked across Europe together
after I graduated. I worked in public relations for a women’s ministry
in Nashville while Erik was touring
with the band, and then he proposed
to me on a trip to Charleston. We
were on the Battery and it was just
fantastic.

Jaime, Lori, and Jonathan
prove that built-in storage
by the back door can be
fashion-forward, just like
the rest of the house.

Around that time, my mom was also
diagnosed with cancer, so we were
battling that from afar, and I didn’t
want to put any extra stress on my
parents to have to plan or pay for any
part of our wedding, but I also really
wanted to get married in Charleston.
So I just Googled ‘Charleston wedding contest’ and, let me tell you, the
Lord works in mysterious and wonderful ways. I entered us in the CVB’s
Charleston wedding contest, which
was a giveaway worth $80,000. And
we won. I couldn’t believe it!
After we had the wedding in Charleston, we went back up to Nashville.
Erik was still touring with the band
and also modeling for Ford, so he was
traveling so much to New York that
he had to rent an apartment. It got
to the point where we were like, ‘We
can’t sustain this.’ Erik decided to go
back to Physician Assistant school,
we moved home so I could be close to
my mom, too, while Erik fulfilled his
pre reqs. I was pregnant with our son
at the time, too. Then Erik got into
PA school, so we had to move down to
Naples, Florida.
Basically, we moved six times in
seven years, and it was crazy, but
we always knew we wanted to plant
roots in Charleston, so we prayed and
hunted for jobs. He applied at Roper
St. Francis and I applied to TKT, and
we both got the jobs. Right away, we
knew it was a sign.
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A gallery wall of gilded and wooden frames and the Huffman’s smiling faces
creates a happy, stylish space full of memories.

Let’s talk about your house. Other
than your love for Charleston and
its beauty, what made you decide to
build a house here? What was your
vision for the design?
I actually came down to Charleston to
look for houses while Erik was still in
Naples, working. Nothing was really
speaking to me, because everything was
kind of either crazy colors or a fixer-upper or just not the right space. So I start-

ed looking for lots instead of houses. I
knew at that point that I needed a blank
canvas to work with, so to speak. Then
I found this lot and it was perfect, with
a view of the marsh, and right across
the street from the pool and the kid’s
playground, which is great for our son,
Harper. We had to act quickly, though,
because I knew that someone else was
already looking at the lot, too, so I bought
it without Erik ever actually seeing it.
Ok, well, I Face-Timed him and he saw it
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in our home that isn’t made locally. All
of my artwork is from local artists, and
I worked with GDC Home to help me
create the stunning interior. Before I
worked with Jonathan and Lori, I didn’t
really think that I had a particular kind
of style. I just thought, ‘Well, I like coastal vibes, but I don’t want it to look like a
beach house. Plus I like a touch of modern and I love color.’ When I talked to
them, I just said, ‘I don’t know what I’m
doing, please help!’ [laughs]
They did a fantastic job, though, finding
just the right mix of style for our taste.
They worked with the fabric of some
curtains that I had made by Blush Label,
which are kind of crazy and super colorful. I was amazed—they made the rest of
the house pop with color without it seeming over the top or too loud. I am just so
thankful for everything they did.

4

Designers Jonathan and Lori worked
magic on our upstairs rooms, too. I have
this fabulous pink palm print wallpaper
in our bedroom, and I was sure that it
would stump them, because people see
it and they love it, but sometimes they
wonder how to decorate around it, myself included. Jonathan and Lori made
it the focal point by adding simple colors and rattan pieces to maintain that
tropical feel. I just love all of it.
Every part of the house is stunning!
Well, Jaime, what do you think is
next in your saga of being a social
media mogul and a marketing guru?
A candid snap of the Huffmans, on their custom porch swing from Blu Cotton catches them
laughing between official camera shots. Jaime is wearing clothing from Beckett Boutique.

that way. We both knew if I didn’t buy it
right then, we wouldn’t get it.
We wanted an open floor plan for the
layout, because I just love natural light.
I’m a light, happy person in general, so
I need lots of light. The floor plan we
chose is called the Sanderling, and we
love it because of its openness and all of
the windows. It was important to us to
have clean lines throughout the house
too, so we pretty much stuck with white

130

CH+D • Fall 2018

walls and some shiplap accents, particularly around the fireplace. We also chose
the shaker-style cabinets for the kitchen
for that reason. I prefer to add pops of color to a white or more neutral background,
so I just love how that worked out.
You worked with exclusively local
vendors, too, for the interior design,
correct?
Yes! I don’t think there’s a single piece

I have so many fun projects in the
works. Right now, I’m launching a digital marketing campaign for our new
TKT Law Firm office in Summerville.
I love public speaking and recently
started presenting social media seminars to large audiences. I am going
to start working with several small
Charleston businesses as a marketing
and social media consultant. And I
have a ton of fun weddings and corporate events to plan in 2019. I’m keeping
busy, which is just the way I like it, and
am really looking forward to building
relationships and friendships in the
Charleston community.
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(1) This custom swinging bed with hanging rope
accents and custom pillow configuration was
crafted by Blu Cotton. (2) Jaime’s coral front door
boasts a one-of-a-kind knocker in the shape of the
South Carolina flag which can be ordered through
Charleston Blonde. (3) These custom pillows by
Pins & Needles sport a unique tassel piping around
the edge for that extra bit of flare. (4) An extra
large oyster painting by local artist Gallavantor is
the focal point for the downstairs half bathroom.
(5) The papier-mâché elephant head, Juju feather
head dress, and tribal baskets help Harper imagine
he’s escaped onto the Serengeti. (6) These custom
curtains were created by the folks at Blush Label
to fit Jaime’s dining area. (7) This eclectic collection
of coastal vases, gold accents, tropical plants, and
travel books sums up Jaime’s decorating taste in
one small bookshelf space. (8) A locally-forged
bronze blue crab awaits unsuspecting passersby on
Jaime’s “Insta-famous” pink credenza and fits right
in with the pink and blue theme of the vignette.
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